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The Curate’s Letter

early beloved in Christ,

D I am delighted to have been called by the
people of All Hallows to be the first curate, Assis-
tant to the Rector for Christian Formation! The past
few weeks I have been busy working on getting my
new office (the library) organized and up and
running, and kicking off our new Sunday School
program year. Many of you might be asking “So
what is a curate, anyway?” and I'll admit I have
been wondering this a bit too. Being an academic at
heart, I decided to do some research this topic. Fr.
So had a wonderful description of the curate’s job
in his sermon a few weeks back but I thought I
would unpack the term curate further in this letter.
The word curate comes from the same Latin
root “to care,” in this case to care for souls. A curate
historically has been defined as a priest entrusted
with the care of souls in a particular area or parish.
It also is used as a term for an assistant to the rector.
Rector comes from the Latin “to rule,” therefore a
rector is a priest that “rules” over a whole parish.
The assistant or curate then has the care of souls
over a particular area. A curate is usually mentored
and guided by the rector, often because curates are
newly ordained and are learning by doing, using the
parish as a living classroom of sorts. Our situation
is a little different, however, as Father So and I have
been ordained exactly the same length of time, and

I have served several parishes!
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sinners, to pronounce God’s blessing, to share in the
administration of Holy Baptism and in the
celebration of the mysteries of Christ’s Body and
Blood, and to perform any other ministrations
entrusted to them (BCP 531). In addition to those
tasks, I will be in charge of the Christian Formation
programs for all ages in the parish. This includes—
but is not limited to—choosing curricula, training
and supporting teachers, designing education
programs and Children’s Chapel, providing pastoral
care, and being a spiritual presence and leader to all
groups.

Finally, you might be curious to learn more
about me. I graduated from Emory University with
an M. Div. degree and from The General
Theological Seminary with an STM in Liturgics. I
was ordained shortly after my graduation from GTS
in 2005 by The Rt. Rev. Neil Alexander, Bishop of
Atlanta. I live in the Federal Hill/Inner Harbor
section of Baltimore with my husband, Derek,
daughters Greta and Hannah, and our cats Vesper
and Tenebrae. In my free time I enjoy spending
time with my family, reading, cooking and baking,
and watching the Food Network. I also am an avid
runner, cyclist, and swimmer, and compete in races
of all distances as well as triathlons. Since 2010, I
have been a coach with the Howard County Striders
Next Step 5K and 10K programs.

I look forward to our journey together in
ministry here at All Hallows Parish. Please keep me
in your prayers as I begin this new adventure among
you!

Yours in Christ,

The Rev. Meredith Kefauver Olsen, Curate

JLly

Stewardship seasonis upon
us. See Father Alistair’s ser-
mon on pages 5 and 8 of
this issue.
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Parish news: earthquake and hurricanes left their mark

hank heavens for October! September was not kind

to us. The earthquake caused damage at the Chapel
and the Parish House and Irene and Lee made our aged
infrastructure wetter and more decrepit. Jr. Warden Tom
McCarthy and Strategic Planning Chair Rich Johnson
were right there to survey and rate the damages.

The Junior Warden’s report to the Vestry was not a
happy one. We have an acute shortage of both labor and
funds that needs to be addressed. The general condition
of our buildings and grounds is deteriorating and will
not improve without a significant increase in spending
and/or volunteerism.

The earthquake tumbled bricks from both chimneys
at the Chapel. The chimney at the rear of the building
dropped its bricks on one of the HVAC units, scraping
and denting the cover. Robby Hall of Hall Enterprises
priced the replacement sleeve at $350 and offered to
donate the freight charge—about $100—and the labor to
install it. Mr. Hall said this can wait until the spring
maintenance. Many thanks to the Vestry member who
volunteered to cover the cost of the part before the price
goes up. The Junior Warden is working with Mr.
Forsythe, the mason, on estimates for the chimney
repairs, as well as the issue of the crumbling bricks in
the Rectory’s basement. Several more bricks fell out of
the foundation walls.

Also at the Rectory, when BGE reattached their
wires to the house they pointed out that the grounding
was inadequate and a fire hazard. Thanks to Nick Jones
who volunteered much of his Saturday to ground the
equipment properly.

The concrete steps and landing at the south end of
the Parish House sank even more from the building and
were deemed unsafe to walk on or under. The caution
tape was not mere dressing. Jerome Brooks, the concrete
contractor who did a beautiful job last year at the
Yellow House, found that the re-bars holding the
landing together are completely rusted through in
several places. He proposed to replace the part of the
landing beyond the exterior brick wall, the staircase
down to the parking lot level, and the two concrete slabs
between the staircase and the blacktop for $2,000. This
is a “must do,” not an option.

After the earthquake and—thanks be to God—
before the rains of Irene and Lee, Cliff Layman of
Historic Roofing cleaned the Chapel roof and applied
temporary patches to the roof perforations; he placed a
tarp on the north chimney. That bill came to $850. He
also provided us with an estimate for a permanent repair
at $7,400.

Thanks to Chuck Cloughen for repairing the sump
discharge pipe at the Chapel. During the rains, the pump
successfully sent the water to the top of the basement
steps, where it cascaded back to the basement floor.

After Mother Nature was through with us, Bridget
Blake rounded up the troops (parishioners and Boy
Scouts) and headed up the yard and cemetery clean up
on Saturday, September 3, at the Brick Church campus.
Many thanks go to these generous souls. Laborare est
orare! (Fr. Alistair translates for us: To work is to pray.)

By now, in spite of wind and weather, All-American
completed the well and we joyfully said good-bye to the
Port-a-Potty. Bridget praised the workers for trenching
the pipes so carefully around the cemetery, under her
watchful eye, without disturbing the graves.

August also was an unkind month, financially, not
just weatherwise. Everybody’s portfolio took a hit,
including All Hallows. Joan Placido, Finance Committee
Chair, notified us that Mark Youngs, our financial
consultant of more than ten years, left RBC Wealth
Management to open his own independent firm. The
committee met with Tom O’Farrell, our new consultant
at RBC, to work on a smooth transition. We are still
drawing $10,000 a month from the portfolio to use for
the operating budget.

Jim Vrancik provided a status report on our insur-
ance policies with the Church Insurance Company of
Vermont. It can be no surprise that we don’t carry
earthquake insurance; itis rarely needed, expensive and
has a high deductible; so those repairs are not covered.

To help keep our best resource—our people— alive,
the Vestry approved the purchase of two defibrillators
this month. They cost $3,255.50 so we placed the order
before the price increased at the end of September. We
have received about a third of that in contributions
toward the purchase. It may not be a glamorous project,
but we would welcome any additional gifts designated
for this important equipment.

We have a new Administrative Assistant! Eileen
Thaden is holding down the office on Mondays, Tues-
days, Wednesdays, and Fridays. Welcome Eileen! Long
may she reign! Stop in to say hello and tell her who you
are. It’s good to have a name and face connected in your
mind’s eye.

The choir is delighted to welcome Kevin Clark, a
new member who sings bass, to our front pews.

Fr. Alistair and Mthr. Meredith will attend the
Clergy Conference at Clagett Center on October 9.

Goil Enariglht; Registrar









October 2011

ALL HALLOWS TIDINGS

Page 5

A Sermon Preached by the Reverend Alistair So, September 25, 2011
Our Parish Life: A Tapestry of Sacred Journeys

aint Augustine of Hippo, a famous Church Father,

wrote a book called Confessions to talk about the
journey that made him become who he was—from
pagan to Christian.

When Jean Jacques Rousseau wrote about his
philosophical journey and his ideals, he used the same
title Confessions. Friends, I also have a confession to
make. But, [ am by no means comparing myself with
these two great men of human history. Instead of making
the multiple confessions these authors did, [ am making
just one single confession, in an attempt to share with
you the part of the sacred journey that has brought us
together this day.

For some, when the word ‘sacred’ is used, a sense of
otherworldly holiness emerges; an impression of the
godly flawlessness of sainthood arises. Truly, a journey
is sacred not because of the sanctity of its participants;
a journey is sacred because God has gladly become our
fellow traveler, walking alongside us, sometimes even
lifting us and carrying us.

And here is my confession: Even though I serve as
the chair of the Executive Council Committee on
Science, Technology and Faith of the Episcopal Church,
even though [ was invited to join a panel of the National
Academy of Sciences to speak about faith and science,
and even though I have a master of science degree in
Microbiology and Immunology, I was involved with a
literalist Creationist movement called “Answers in
Genesis” when [ was a freshman in college. I used to
blame that on my innocence and naiveté.

For those of us unfamiliar with this movement,
“Answers in Genesis” is a biblical literalist movement
whose premise states: “If you cannot believe literally the
things on the first page of the Bible, how can you
believe the things about Jesus that come up later?” They
treat the Bible not only as an authority on spiritual truth,
but as a golden standard to measure all scientific discov-
eries.

For instance, in Job 41, God said to Job, “Can you
draw out Leviathan* with a fish-hook, or press down its
tongue with a cord? The arrow cannot make it flee;
slingstones, for it, are turned to chaff. On earth it has no
equal, a creature without fear.”

The Answers in Genesis folk interpret that Levia-
than as a dinosaur, and it walked alongside Job. Thus,
they claim that dinosaurs and humans existed together at
the same time. But these Leviathans were too big to get
into Noah’s Ark. Thus, they became extinct. Since the

nascent days of the movement in the 1990s, they have
garnered enough funding and support to open a Creation
Museum in Kentucky, where you can see a dinosaur
walking alongside human beings.

The actual carbon dating and fossil records reveal a
completely different scenario, of course. But I was not
thinking much about that when I was approached by
these well-meaning, well-intentioned and well-mannered
Christians, who simply wanted to share the literal truth
of the Bible. That sounded good on the outside.

And at eighteen years of age, I didn’t quite know
how to refuse other well-meaning, well-intentioned and
well-mannered Christians, as I considered myself one of
them. So I was recruited as one of their creation evange-
lists with the task of calling area churches, inviting them
to come to a Creation seminar.

Before long, this whole literalist approach didn’t sit
well with me. [ was dragging my feet in making those
calls. Then, when the deadline came, the chair of the
committee called and said, “Alistair, why didn’t you
make those calls? You had agreed to do it.” Then, I felt
small, diminished and embarrassed for failing to live up
to the expectations. But what was truly simmering in my
mind was my journey to reconcile my training in the
peer-reviewed theory of evolution and the maturing of
my Christian faith.

I recall that Jesus said in the Gospel of John,“Then
you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”
(John 8:32) It was my coming to terms with what “truth”
is that troubled me the most in my dealing with my
biblical literalist friends. In my internal religious,
theological and philosophical struggles, I had come to
the conclusion that I should believe in what is true, and
that reason has everything to do with it. It was unreason-
able to refute findings in other fields and disciplines just
because they seem to contradict a literal understanding
of scriptures. To do so would be akin to the Catholic
Church once repudiating and persecuting Galileo for
finding out that the Earth revolves around the Sun.

You see, gradually, my thinking and reflections led
me to the branch of Christianity that most values the
balance of scripture, tradition and reason—the Anglican
Communion—of which the Episcopal Church is a part.
It was truly a homecoming when I discovered and fell in
love with Anglicanism.

So, my brothers and sisters, that is my confession.
I played around with the idea of biblical literalism, not
in the most responsible way,  (please turn to page 8)
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Sermon, from page 5  for a time. And in the so very
imperfect pathway, I saw the light of Christ guiding and
directing me to my spiritual home. And that is a portion
of my share of the tapestry of sacred journeys.

In today’s Gospel lesson, we heard the parable of
the two sons. A man asked his first son to go work in the
vineyard. But he refused at first. Then, he eventually
changed his mind and went to work in the vineyard.
When the man asked his second son to work in the
vineyard, the response was a resounding “yes.” How-
ever, the second son did not end up working. And the
conclusion is that the first son actually did the will of the
Father. Talk is cheap. Doing the will of God in our
journeys is the key. And the will of God is best dis-
cerned in sharing our experiences, in the intersections of
our sacred journeys. The will of God is best discerned
through Christian community. This parable serves as the
biblical basis for the theme of our Stewardship Cam-
paign for 2012—Qur Parish Life: A Tapestry of Sacred
Journeys. Why?

God brought all of us together at this place this day
through diverse means. As I shared with you in my
confession, it took some pains for my faith to grow and
mature. And along the way, I disappointed some people
and inevitably hurt others’ feelings, while damaging my
own at the same time. It was not a most comfortable
experience. Yet, God worked through these speed bumps
and human errors to bring me ever closer to him. That is
what a sacred journey is about.

The first son in the parable also had a not so glori-
ous start. He wasn’t particularly respectful of his father
or too concerned to do his father’s will initially. But he
came around. Whatever happened after his initial refusal
to work in his father’s vineyard is up to our imagination.
But the key point is that he had a change of heart. His
heart turned toward the father’s will. His journey
became sacred because it led him to a place where he is
turned toward God.

My friends, have you always been at All Hallows?
Or did you join us at a particular junction in your sacred
journeys? If so, what led you to the All Hallows family?
In God’s eyes, how we get here is not as crucial as the
fact that we are here, doing God’s work in the Church
and the world. God enjoys seeing the tapestry of our
sacred journeys woven together by our hearts that are
turned toward Christ. We are on this Ark of Salvation
together, at this time, in this place. We are all “the first
son” in the parable together. We may have said no to
God at different times in our lives. But here we are. We
have experienced a conversion. Our hearts and souls are
ever gearing toward the empowerment of our common
ministry.

We often hear “The Church is in the world, but not
of the world.” What does that mean? That the church is
not of the world means that the ultimate goal of the
church is beyond the expression of this world— ever-
lasting salvation and bliss in heaven. That the church is
in the world means that the proper functioning of our
ministries requires money, human resources, volunteer
hours, and many heartfelt and fervent prayers.

Currently, All Hallows is entering into a very critical
time in our ministry together. We are at the cusp of
transitioning from a pastoral church to a program
church. Already, we have seen and experienced the
fruits of a revitalized Christian formation program with
Mother Meredith Olsen on board as our Curate for
Christian Formation. With the development of the
pastoral care team over the last couple of years, our
parishioners have become ever more connected through
pastoral visits by clergy and licensed visitors alike.

Nevertheless, we have maxed out the capacity of our
Food Pantry with our monetary and human resources.
We have many aging, historic buildings needing a lot of
immediate and longer term care. And we have been
using larger and larger amounts of our endowment to
subsidize our growing needs.

If truth be told, the tapestry of our sacred journeys
together still needs a lot of work, a goodly amount of
repairs, and some stitching and tying up loose ends here
and there. The harvest of our ministry promises to be
plentiful in the future. But now, our laborers are few.
When we want different ministries to happen or have
somebody in charge of this committee or that commis-
sion, we must realize that there is no “somebody;” there
is only “us”—fellow travelers within this tapestry of
sacred journeys.

Brothers and sisters, we must work together to
strengthen our parish in maintaining or increasing our
pledges as able, giving more priorities to the projects of
our parish life, praying unceasingly for All Hallows,
where our Christian experience is made alive in commu-
nity.

Beloved, do you believe that God has a purpose for
us at this time, in this place, no matter what the paths
that have brought us here are? I do.

Do you believe that the future of All Hallows is in
our hands? I do.

Therefore, let us be cheerful givers for the common
good, “for God loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Corinthians
9:7)

Join me in this stewardship season to celebrate and
nurture our parish life: A Tapestry of Sacred Journeys.

Amen.






SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
8:30 p.m. A.A. at
the Parish House

PENTECOST XVI Noon at the 9:30 -noon
CHAPEL No service 3 4 5 Chapel: Holy Redeemer 8

Meet the Bishop 9:30 at
BRICK CHURCH
9:30 Bishop’s Forum
10:30 Sung Eucharist
and Confirmation
11:40 Enhanced coffee
hour, and more time with
the Bishop

9:30 -10:30 Food
Bank at the Parish
House

Rector’s day off

6:30 Education for
Ministry

7:15 Choir rehearsal

Eucharist with
Angelus

1:30 pm Yarn
Ministry in the
Parish House
4:00 Baltimore
Harbor cruise

Quilters at Christ
Church, Owensville

9:00-noon
Chapel yard clean-up

8:30 p.m. A.A. at
the Parish House

9 PENTECOST XVII
CHAPEL
8:00 Said Eucharist
BRICK CHURCH
9:30 Choir rehearsal
9:30 Sunday School
10:30 am Sung Eucharist
11:40 Coffee hour
CHAPEL 3:00 pm

10

No Food Bank

Rector’s day off

11

Vestry 7:30

1 2 2:15 Holy
Eucharist

at South River

Health and Rehab

Center

6:30 Education for

Ministry

7:15 Choir rehearsal

1 3 thljo((f)lrllaz;tel:

Holy Eucharist
with Angelus

Curate’s day off
9:30 - noon

1 4 Redeemer

Quilters at Christ
Church, Owensville

Curate’s day off

the Parish House

Blessing of the Animals
PENTECOST Tidings
1 6 XVIII 1 79:30 -10:30 1 8 1 9 20deadline 2 1 22
CHAPEL Parish House Noon at Chapel: 9:30 - noon
8:00 Said Eucharist Food Bank Holy Eucharist Redeemer Quilters
BRICK CHURCH with Angelus at Christ Church,
9:30 Choir rehearsal 6:30 AHHH at Owensville
9:30 Sunday School 6:30 Education for Killarney House 8:30 p.m. A.A.in
10:30 Sung Eucharist Ministry 7:30 Adult the Parish House
11:40 Coffee hour Christian
Rector’s day off 7:15 Choir rehearsal Educ~at10n Curate’s day off
meeting
PENTECOST
23 i 24 25 26 27 28 29
CHAPEL ) ) No Food Bank Noon at the 9:30 - noon
8:00 am Said Eucharist Chapel: Holy Redeemer Quilters
BRICK CHURCH Eucharist with at Christ Church,
8:45 Choir rehearsal 6:30 Education for Angelus Owensville

9:30 Sunday School
and Rector’s Forum
10:30 Sung Eucharist
11:40 Coffee hour

Rector’s day off

Ministry

7:15 Choir rehearsal

Curate’s day off

8:30 p.m. A.A.in
the Parish House

1 5 9:00 am
Men’s breakfast
8:30 p.m. A.A. at

3 O PENTECOST XX
CHAPEL
8:00 am Said Eucharist
BRICK CHURCH
9:30 Choir rehearsal
9:30 Sunday School
10:30 Sung Eucharist
11:40 Coffee hour
5:30 Youth Group Bag-It

31

All Hallows Eve

No Food Bank

Rector’s day off

All Saints Day
November 1
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Go to beautiful, informative, and easy-to-use web site at www.allhallowsparish.org. and click on our Parish calendar.






